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Parent Involvement: 1
st
 Key to Success 

     Many of us think of parent involvement as helping in the classroom.  I’ve had many conversations with parents about 

how to become involved in their child’s education.  According to Epstein’s Model of Parent Involvement here are some 

ways to be involved in your child’s education. 

 

 PARENTING 

  Sending your child to school “ready to learn” 

  Providing a safe and nurturing home environment 

 

 HOME & SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

  Attending Open House and Conferences 

  Reading School Publications: Newsletters and progress reports 

  Contacting the teachers and principal 

 

 VOLUNTEERING 

  Classroom Assistance 

  Event assistance: Registration, Picture Day, or Field Trips 

  Extra-Curricular Support: Attending games, Spelling bees, etc.  

 

 LEARNING AT HOME 

  Setting specific time and location for homework 

  Assisting with homework: asking questions or research 

  Monitoring their progress and grades 

  Setting a bed time that allows your child to receive 8-10 hours of sleep 

 

 DECISION MAKING 

  PTA group 

  Working with Elected Officials 

  Contact School Board Members to share your thoughts 

Being an involved parent is more than volunteering in the classroom.  Let’s work together to make your child’s education 

a success.  We are striving to partner with you to provide a safe and positive learning environment.   

  

Sincerely, 

Carol Boatman 

Principal 

 

Coming Events 

Cross Country Meet  September 25 

First Quarter Ends  October 11 

Picture Day   October 16 

 

Second Grader’s Enjoy the Fair 

Second Grade had a terrific time visiting the animals 

at the fair.  We went on the Barnyard Safari.  We 

touched baby chicks, crowed at the rooster, and 

gobbled for the turkey.  We went to the petting zoo 

and felt all of the animals there 

except the llama.  He was a little 

grouchy.  The Vanderweel family 

donated fresh carrots complete with 

tops for each student, yum!  We learned that some 

pigs don’t have curly tails and they are not soft to 

touch like calves.  The miniature horses were 

adorable and students could see eye to eye with 

them.  The miniature goats were very popular, 

especially by Mrs. Staats. 
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Snowshoe Elementary School is Happy to Introduce Our New Staff Members!
Karalyn Pillsbury is student teaching with Mrs. 

Redington until the end of the first semester.  

I am originally from upstate New York. I am an Air 

Force veteran currently pursuing my teaching 

licensure in Special Education, graduating in 

December. My undergraduate degree is in Modern 

Languages, concentrating in Spanish. I am married to 

an Air Force soon-to-be veteran with 3 children ages 

11 and 7 year old twins. I enjoy learning new languages 

and sewing. We plan on making Alaska our permanent 

home and I look forward to a great semester with 

your children and this fabulous school.  

 

Barbara Carroll has joined our staff as our full 

time Music Teacher. 

A 2010 Graduate of VanderCook College of Music, in 

Chicago, I spent three years teaching Preschool-12th 

grade general music, band, choir, and guitar as well as 

6th grade math and literacy in Colorado. Originally 

from Michigan, I was born and raised a military brat 

who grew up all over the world. I love traveling, riding 

my motorcycle, routing for my Detroit Lions, and 

playing the saxophone. My favorite quote is “if you’re 

not having fun, you’re doing something wrong” (Greg 

Carroll), and I look forward to an exciting year here 

at Snowshoe.   P.S. Sign up for BAND! 

 

Sarah Midthun is our newly acquired First Grade 

Teacher. 

I am a born and raised Alaskan! I grew up in 

Anchorage and just moved out to Wasilla this 

summer. I recently graduated from the University of 

Montana with a degree in Elementary Education. I 

enjoy everything to do with the outdoors including 

snowboarding, skiing, camping, fishing, etc. I also 

enjoy playing hockey! I have been skating since I 

could walk and playing hockey since first grade! It is 

the love of my life. I am very excited about starting 

at Snowshoe Elementary and look forward to getting 

to know everyone! 

 

Erica Rooney is a Student Teacher in Mrs. Bates 

Classroom. 

I am in the process of earning my Bachelor’s degree 

in Early Childhood Education with a minor in Alaska 

Native Studies.  I will be completing my practicum in 

Mrs. Bates kindergarten class.   My plans are to teach 

in rural Alaska upon completion of my degree in May 

2014.  I am very excited to teach at Snowshoe! 

Deb Murray is a Special Education Aide in Mrs. 

Hales’ classroom. 

I was born and raised in Alaska and was fortunate to 

return here about 10 years ago when my husband 

retired from the military.  I have three children and 

two grandkids which bring me smiles every day!  I 

have worked in the school district for 8 years and 

looking forward to lots of gains in the ABA room this 

year.  I enjoy a great hike, hanging out with friends 

and lots of family time.  

Excited to be a part of the Snowshoe team! 

 

Monika Swan is a Special Education Aide In Mrs. 

Hales classroom. 

I was born and raised in Alaska, and love calling this 

great state my home. I grew up riding horses and 

participating in 4-H projects with friends, but these 

days I find myself outside hiking and fishing. I 

recently discovered that I enjoy hunting as well, and 

got my first caribou last weekend! I have an English 

degree from UAA and have worked in the school 

district as a substitute or a teaching assistant for 

about eight years. I have one son, Gunnar that is in 

eighth grade this year. We have a black lab named 

Diesel that is also part of our family. I am enjoying 

getting to know the Snowshoe staff and happy to be 

a part of the SSE team! 

 

Tess Jones will be student teaching in Mrs. 

Donnally’s Kindergarten classroom this year.  

I am studying Elementary Education at the University 

of Alaska Anchorage. I was raised in the Air Force 

and have lived in Texas, Washington, Germany, and 

Alaska. Some of my pastimes include cooking and 

baking, sewing, playing the piano, and spending quality 

time with my husband, extended family, and friends. 

I love children dearly and have spent several years 

working with them. Some of my experiences with kids 

include being a nanny, working as a summer camp 

counselor and teacher, subbing in schools, and 

volunteering for various child-oriented programs 

including 50 Bikes for 50 Kids in Anchorage. I’m 

looking forward to a year full of learning with 

wonderful staff members, students, and families at 

Snowshoe Elementary. 

 

 



Daysha Easter new Third Grade Teacher. 

I was born and raised in Palmer and graduated from 

Palmer High School. Before teaching I worked on 

many different farms. I also work on the Gannett 

Glacier Wildland Fire Crew for three years. I am 

currently working on a Master’s of Education for 

Reading Specialist through University of Southeast 

Alaska.  I am looking forward to a great year in third 

grade at Snowshoe. 

 

Musical Minutes 
It’s that time of year where the music department  

at Snowshoe Elementary is getting ready to offer 

band to all interested 4th and 5th grade students.   I 

am very excited about this group and looking forward 

to our time together.  The purpose of this letter is to 

inform you of the rental process, materials needed, 

and the schedule for beginning band. 

Matanuska Music will be the primary location for 

renting instruments.  Fitting for an instrument will be 

done TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 10TH @7:00PM, in the 

Snowshoe Elementary Gymnasium. 

The schedule for beginning band: 

 Tuesdays/Brass/3:45-5:00pm 

 Wednesday/ Woodwinds/3:45-5:00pm 

 Thursdays /Percussion/3:45-5:00pm 

Scheduling has made it difficult to have beginning 

band during the day so the music department felt 

this would be better for the students, in that they 

would receive more one on one instruction time. 

Please, if you have concerns or conflicts and want 

your child in band, please contact me here at the 

school (907-352-9532).  This also includes interest in 

after school sports; your child can do both, just let 

me know. 

The first day of band will by Tuesday September 

17th starting with Brass 3:45-5:00pm. Students 

must have an instrument and the Traditions of 

Excellence Red Book on the first day of band.      

I look forward to teaching your children! 

 

 

Fall is Coming Fast 
The weather is changing day to day.  Many of our 

students are trying to hold on to summer and are 

dressing in light clothing and flip flops.  Please send 

your child dressed for the variations in our weather.  

Layers are always a safe bet. 

 

 

Information Changes 
Please remember to let the office know if you change 

your address, phone #, job phone # or emergency 

contact phone #.    Please help us to keep your child’s 

files current.  Feel free to contact the school to see 

if your student’s information is correct.  You may 

email the office at sse@matsuk12.us 

 

Bus and Pick up Messages 

Please call the office before 3:10 pm if you are 

going to pick up your child or put them on the 

bus.  Our messages are delivered promptly at 

3:20 and when a parent calls late we must 

interrupt valuable teaching time for all students 

to make sure your child gets their pass. Thank 

you for your help. 

 

 
 

Early Arrival 
Please do not drop off your students before 9:05 am. 

Students are not allowed in to their classrooms until 

the bell rings at this time. There is no adult 

supervision available as the office staff and all other 

staff members are getting ready for their day and do 

not have time to monitor early arrivals.  Thank you 

for your consideration! 


